6                                   INDIA-EUBBEB.
Since 1845, although the new applications of vulcanized
rubber have been numerous enough, there has been no
discovery of any revolutionary character in connection with
the manufacture, progress having been pretty generally
confined to improvements in the processes and plant of
sixty years ago. A momentous advance has been made,
however, in the way of reducing the amount of rubber in
some classes of goods to a negligible quantity, but this sort
of progress has very dubious claims to consideration. It
has been contended that for the last fifty years there has
been no discovery of a revolutionary character as far as the
manufacture is concerned. Exception may be taken to
this dictum by those chemists who have credited Mr.
Kelway Bamber with having inaugurated a new era. Mr.
Bamber has recently proposed to vulcanize the coagulated
rubber in the precincts of the plantation or forest with
chloride of sulphur in order to prevent the fermentation of
albuminous matters during transit to Europe, but the. nip-
ping in the bud here proposed is likely to create fresh evils
of greater potency than those it is sought to eradicate.
Perusal of the following pages will make it abundantly clear
that rubber goods are made in a variety of ways, and in the
majority of cases from a mixture of materials; moreover,
the vulcanization is always one of the final processes in the
manufacture, and it is difficult to Bee the value of the
proposal.
/ As already stated, the French scientists were the first to
make the substance and its properties known in Europe,
j but the credit of establishing the rubber manufacturing
Industry belongs to Great Britain, though it was riot many
years after the commencement that works were started in
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